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Abstract:
How was the President elected prior to the popular vote and the electoral system?  Did congressmen have to work their way up through a totem pole system of offices and committees in order to have a chance to be elected to the office of the Presidency?  Many researchers have analyzed the presidency of Andrew Jackson as a turning point in American political history and this transition echoes still true to this day.  Andrew Jackson won the popular vote in 1824 but did not get the presidency due to not getting a majority of votes.  After a vote in the House of Representatives, the Presidency was given to John Adams because Adams has prior experience in Congress.  


I argue that this series of events was what led Andrew Jackson to go directly to the people in what some call the first president to campaign nationwide.  Up until this point, the President would have most likely been a prominent Congressman or would have held a Cabinet office prior to seeking Congress’s approval to run.  Using data obtained from contemporary accounts, I demonstrate that Jackson did have an impact on the Presidency, and more specifically the way the president is elected.  The transition, I describe, is the change from Congressional Caucus to the traditional system we have today, a system I call the Electoral System.  


This process was derived out of the system that cheated Jackson out of the 1824 presidency.  He was the American Hero that won a war but lost the office.  So, he took this crime to the people and they spoke as only the people could.  According to Lorant (1952), “Jackson, the people’s President, shared the many virtues and faults of the Americans of his day.  He was quick-tempered, roughhewn, half-educated and intolerant, but not quite as irascible as partisan historians would have us believe.  Loyal to his friends, whom he trusted implicitly, he was over suspicious of his enemies.  In politics [he was] stubborn, impetuous, unswerving; in private life chivalrous, charming and courteous.”  They voted him into office, despite never having held a Cabinet office.  Jackson however, did serve in both the House of Representatives and the United States Senate. He was the first Representative from Tennessee to the House and was a member of the Senate.  Every President from John Adams to John Quincy Adams served in the Cabinet or Congress.  They all went through the Congressional Congress en-route to the Presidency.  A Congressional Caucus is basically this: the ranking members of the House and Senate caucus together and decide whom they wish should run for office.  After the selection is made, then the party, or parties, campaign for the Presidency and must receive a majority of the popular vote.  This system is what serves the country nowadays.  However, the main difference is that the Presidential hopefuls do not have to be selected by special congressmen to obtain the permission to run for office.  In a world where one was more likely to identify with one’s state than the United States meant that one was more likely to vote for a congressional approved President than one running without congressional support.  Congressional caucuses continue to exist to this day, but they are focused around Congressional issues such a nominating House and Senate members to committees and Democrats or Republicans caucusing to obtain a proper voting number for a certain bill. The state caucuses have replaced the Congressional caucus to select the President.  Presidential hopefuls must run against others in their respective party to obtain a win in a state.  The winner of the most states within the respective party wins the nomination and goes onto run against the opposing party.  This is the current system called the Electoral System.  
President Andrew Jackson was the seventh president of the United States when he was elected in 1828.  As a member of the Jacksonian party, Andrew Jackson changed the political landscape for the coming years as he shook up the Federalists and Whig parties that had held the Presidency since Washington.  What impact did this party have on the political world in the early development years of America? How did the change the Presidency and what affect did this change have on the devolvement of the relationship between the President and Congress?  Andrew Jackson changed the political landscape in America and was able to help amplify the power of the Presidency to make it more centralized and a more unilateral branch of government.  
Andrew Jackson was born in early 1767 in the territory of Carolina.  He was not an educated youth.  He attended an academy, which was a one room school house where he learned to read, write, and complete simple arithmetic; though he was no scholar (Marrin, 2004).  His schooling was sporadic at best and he never finished high school.  .  He joined the military as a boy and served in the Revolutionary army that fought the British.  He and his brother were captured and sent to prison during the war (Lorant, 1952).  When it ended, Jackson joined the militia and fought in subsequent wars.  He was the famed war hero when he won the Battle of New Orleans during the War of 1812 against the British.  This event is the main reason he became a national icon and hero of the age.  He later studied law and became a prominent lawyer in Carolina.  He served as the first representative to the House from Tennessee, and then the people elected him to the Senate in 1797, but then resigned within a year.  He later served again in public office again, being elected in 1823 to the United States Senate.  He resigned in 1825 to contemplate a push for the Presidency (Lorant, 1952).  This gained him fame with the common man and “was elected by popular vote; as President he sought to act as the direct representative of the common man (www.whitehouse.gov).”  At a large six foot one inch tall, he was an impressive figure, hardened by years in the militia.  His hair was red due to his Scotch-Irish history, but it had turned a pale white by the time the election transpired.  
The election of 1828 was elected “normally,
” using the popular vote to represent the electoral vote.  This is how he was able to revolutionize the presidency because he, more than any other president preceding him, looked to the grassroots movements of the common man and was able to us this to help him gain the Presidency.  His slogan, and nickname, “Old Hickory” reflected this connection to the back woods where he grew up and was something to which the common man could relate.  This was a drastic change from his predecessors, as James Madison became known as the “Father of the Constitution” or John Quincy Adams
 was known as “Old Man Eloquent” (www.whitehouse.gov).  These names were given to prestigious people who wrote the Constitution and were intellectual, educated men from Virginia. Andrew Jackson was able to break this tradition and get elected as a commoner from the people, not the elite of society.  The political time period around his election was sometimes referred to as the “Era of the common man (Atkins, 2006).”
The path to the Presidency was a rough road to the top, and other than George Washington, there were usually at least two main people running and the election turned into a contested political battle.  John Adams was vice president under George Washington and had served in the Constitutional Congress that wrote the Constitution.  Thomas Jefferson served as Secretary of State under Washington and was elected president after John Adams. James Madison was Secretary of the Treasury under Washington as well.  James Monroe served as Washington’s Minister to France and was Secretary of War and State under Madison.  John Quincy Adams served as Secretary of State for Monroe.  All of the early presidents get their start within the Cabinet because it was seen as the logical step toward a higher office.  One could not simply run for the presidency; in an era that saw Congressional oversight in the election of the Presidency, a member of the cabinet had to have alliances to Congress in order to be considered to be eligible for the Presidency.  “Within each cabinet, ambitious men jockeyed for the next nomination and tried to consolidate their influence in Congress by tailoring their policies and appointments to please legislators from their party (Pious, in Nelson, 2006).” Jackson did not hold a Cabinet position, rather serving in the armed forces than in the bureaucracy.  He did, however, get elected to both Houses of Congress later in life.  “The rise of Jacksonian democracy in the 1820s led to the abandonment of the congressional caucus and with it the end of Cabinet government (Pious, in Nelson, 2006).”  This step took him around the congressional oversight and was a new phenomenon that had not been seen.  Due to the different alliances
 to Congress, members of the Cabinet did not have much loyalty to the President; they were interested in their own path toward the Oval Office.  This movement from Congressional caucus has changed the way in which Presidents seek election.  Jackson led the way for the president to be elected by the people without the support of Congress.  
Jackson first ran for president in the 1824 election but due to a dramatic turn of events, he was not elected President because he failed to get a majority of the popular vote.  He did, however, win the most popular votes of anyone who ran, but no one got the required majority to win.  Nonetheless, Jackson ran a powerful campaign.  “The leading figure, until he was disabled by a protracted illness in September, was William H. Crawford, the Secretary of the Treasury.  Next was John Quincy Adams, who had switched from the Federalists to the Republicans in 1808 and, after a varied political diplomatic career, was now Secretary of State.  Rising rapidly in popular favor was the Hero of New Orleans, Andrew Jackson (McCormick, 1982).” The illness that Crawford had was actually a devastating stroke that left him without the use of his arms, lags, and left his speech considerably poorer (Remini, 1963). Jackson showed he could be a competent politician when he won the states of Pennsylvania and New Jersey as well as a large amount of support from North Carolina, Illinois and Maryland.  The popular vote during this election was not very high, as only one quarter of people eligible to vote turned out to vote (McCormick, 1982).  Despite the low turnout rate, Jackson still received 99 electoral votes, Adams with 84, Crawford with 41 and Clay with 37.   It was this alliance to Congress that was the center of a major political controversy following the election of 1824.  There were four candidates that were capable of the office; however, only one can make it.  Jackson and Adams won the most of the votes and therefore received most of the electoral votes went to these two.  Jackson had won a plurality, but neither candidate won a majority of the votes (Pious in Nelson, 2006).  
According to the twelfth amendment of the United States constitution, this election then must go to the House of Representative.  It is here where Henry Clay presided as Speaker of the House.  Clay had put his name in for the Presidency, thus using his influence in Congress to gain support.  When the choice came down to the House, Clay threw his support to Adams citing that Jackson “had too little experienced in politics and too much of a temper to successfully be president (Sabato, 2006).”  Also, when simply looking at qualifications for the President, it was clear that Adams had won the battle because not only had he served in the Senate, but he had been a Secretary of State, Ambassador to the United Kingdom, Netherlands, Russia, and Prussia, and the Massachusetts state Senate (Remini, 1963). The best qualified candidate does not always win; however, in this case, Adams did win, but not without some help from the Speaker of the House.  This controversy spurred Jackson to take his campaign to the people (he would run during the next election which took place in 1828), all of whom knew who he was and liked him as a war hero.  This blatant violation of democratic values infuriated Jackson, and he delighted in making a fool out of Clay and Adams.  He was even caught saying “… Corruptions and intrigues at Washington… defeated the will of the people (Remini, 1963).”
Jackson then ran against the incumbent Adams and won, for the first time gained a majority (55%) of the popular vote and won the Presidency.  Jackson was able to capitalize on his campaign slogan, “Old Hickory,” so sway voters to his side.  The political campaigns took him to all levels of government and beyond.  Jackson saw everything from the smallest local parish, to the nation Jacksonian Party.  Like other political campaigns, Jackson had some help with the grassroots work.  At the local level, groups called Jackson committees were set up to draw interests from those who had not decided on a candidate.  Their purposes would be to answer questions, host town meetings, hold barbeques, and raise hickory poles in honor of Jackson’s nickname.  The next level up was the county level, where larger groups called the Hickory Clubs met.  These were made up of more powerful politicians from the area and were set up by state representatives.  It was from these groups that representatives to state wide conventions were chosen, so it was a great honor to be a part of this group.  It was from the local levels that the problem, concerns and questions filtered, then to be turned into platform ideas and slogans for Jackson, so this body was an essential part of his campaign.  The last group was the pinnacle of the pyramid, the state wide committees.  These were usually created around the state convention, and were nothing new to the political game.  State wide conventions acted as the final buffer between the campaigner and the people.  Their responsibility was to organize state wide rallies and maintain the delegates to each party (Remini, 1963).

This election ushered in a new era of American politics.  Jackson overwhelmingly defeated the Republican and the Whigs to gain the Presidency.  The Democratic Party was the launched into a position of power that would last until the next political realignment in 1860 with the election of Lincoln (Hais, 2008).  He won the election. Jackson carried 15 states to Adams’ 9 and some of those include Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and even Pennsylvania.  Adams carried New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Delaware and New Jersey (Sabato, 2006).  The basic breakdowns of these states are that the states carried by Jackson tend to be southern states with high black populations and low education levels (what people considered the common man back then).  Slaves represented significant numbers in the South, but were not able to vote.  The electorate consisted of landowning white male.  This was consistent throughout the original colonies, but recent constitutions eliminated the landowning requirement.  Adams carried the Northeast, an area categorized by high income families with powerful names.  These were the Harvard and Yale graduates of society, basically the educated people.  The 1824 election gave Jackson 642,553 votes and Adams 500,897 votes.  These equated to 56 and 43.6 percent of the popular vote and 178 to 83 electoral votes, respectively.  Jackson had won, in essence, by a landslide (Sabato, 2006).   
Because Jackson was a president of the people, he celebrated with the people; some accounts have the inauguration celebration lasting up to three days.  A rumored one ton block of cheese was finished in that time.  “Like Jefferson, Andrew Jackson took the Presidential oath outside, where, at the ceremony’s conclusion, the jubilant crowd of 20,000 well wishers rushed forward… only after barrels of punch were placed on the lawns did people- some of whom had been injured in the fracas- begin to recede from the mansion (McDonald, 2006).”  The people at the inauguration were so exuberant about celebrating their hero’s triumphant victory against his competitors that the nearly burnt down the White House to prove their love for him.  It was Jackson’s insistence that the White House be open to the general public so that they could all join in a reception with him in his house.  This idea proved to be too much for the White House, and eventually the lawn was overrun with people, and Jackson actually had to make an escape out the back.  His avid supports were happy to see their hero in the office.  
According to Hais and Winograd, the country has gone through several political realignments in the past two hundred years.  The first of these began with the election of Andrew Jackson.  This election saw the end of congressional politics and saw the age of the parties and campaigning.
  This era of Democratic domination ended with the election of Lincoln.  This era saw a 75% election rate of Democrats to the presidency, and was started by Jackson.  While briefly interrupted by William Henry Harrison three presidents later, the Democrats won nearly all Presidential elections until Buchanan won the Presidency.  This era did not end until Lincoln because tensions before the Civil War had prevented any clear plurality, plus Buchanan was a weak president and considered a failure by many. Political eras are changed when a strong president of the opposite party takes power and enacts a political realignment of his own.  It may be pointed out that Jonathan Atkins places the Jacksonian Era from 1825 to 1848 or from the election of John Quincy Adams to James Polk.  Both examples are accurate; one takes into account the political party of the president and the other uses the administrative styles of the presidents to determine a delineation line.  For purposes of this paper, the Jacksonian era will take into account both styles of delineation, and determine that it began in 1825 with the election of John Quincy Adams and ended with the election of Lincoln.  Many labels have been given to this time period, but the Jacksonian era remains the most well known and most popular.  The roots of this political change had been forming since the Revolutionary War.  The old ways of the British colonies were no more, and the culture of America began to catch up to the sentiment of the people.  The Battle of New Orleans marked the beginning of this transformation.  The Battle of New Orleans signaled the final defeat (even though America lost to the British in the War of 1812) of the British and was characterized by a final relaxation and growing into the skin of America.  
People wanted to know how the new president would act because ever since the Battle of New Orleans the country had been changing so dramatically that there was little certainty of agreement about any aspect of American life.  The roots of the changes reached deep into the eighteenth century when the rise of early trade and commerce began to transform the agrarian economy of the British colonies.  Although the American Revolution was hardly a social revolution, the forces that it unleashed ate away at the traditional economy and society.  More middle-class Americans were elected to office, the governments in turn were more responsive to public opinion, paper money was issued, slaves were freed in the North, pioneers resumed their movement westward unrestrained by the British Proclamation Line, and more American ships, freed from British control, began to ply the seas. (Cole, 1993)
It was a change in the electorate and a general change in the minds of the people that elected Jackson.  His base of support was not the aristocrats of society; it was rather the middle-class families that elected him.  This reflected the change in the minds of the people from Virginians and Georgians to Americans.  Americans were now free to do as they pleased, unrestrained from British mandates.  The British had finally left for good, and a new era of peace and economic trade had opened the doors for the American people to grow into their country. 
The Democratic Party had been revitalized with the election of Jackson.
  This Democratic Party had slowly but surely disappeared since the Presidency of Jefferson.  The next several presidents elected were either Whig or Republican (Anti-Federalist).  Democrats originally liked the idea of a smaller government and more states rights when it comes to policy.  The Democrats never left the political arena, but since there was a strong person with whom the party could identify, the term given to the Democrats was that of Jackson, thusly, the Jacksonian.  The two ruling parties had been controlling the White House were the Republicans (Anti-Federalists) and the Whig Parties.  These two parties had domination in the White House and their policies had reflected this.  The Whig’s approach to politics had been something like the Republicans in that they are in favor of little political involvement in the lives of Americans.  They “believed that Congress, as the most representative branch, should lead the country, and thus they left it to Congress to shape and pass legislation without much presidential advice (Pious, in Nelson, 2006).”  This reflected the Republican view of government, but took it a step further.  Republicans think there should be a larger national government involvement and less state government involvement; while Whigs, on the other hand, view a specific branch of government should be larger and more important than another.  This is an interesting view in modern perspectives, but at the time, with the power and influence the Congress had over the Presidency.  This is an interesting institutional twist because the constitution separates the two.  However, in the early development of this country, congressional oversight helped get the country up and running.  The power of the executive was more, in the eyes of the Whig’s, used for foreign policy rather than domestic problems.  This was evident with Thomas Jefferson as president.  With the growing crisis abroad (the Napoleonic Wars), he made the unilateral decision to buy the Territory of Louisiana.  This executive order, while having domestic consequences, did more to impact France then the immediate benefit of America.  Of course, this radically changed the outcome of the growth of America, but for the time being, it was a move on behalf of the President, it was not an easy choice.  Jefferson was a strict constitutionalist, so this purchase (which would eventually be considered an executive order) was made outside the explicit powers of the President.  This decision was done while Congress was not in session at the time of the purchase.  The Whigs see the power of the President as important, but since Congress is the true representation of the people, they saw this as the true order of the country.  Andrew Jackson was denied the Presidency due to an institutional process that was set up.  Congress, or more specifically the House of Representatives, decided the 1824 election because none of the candidates gained a plurality of the popular vote.  This oversight drove Jackson to win an overwhelming majority of the popular vote, and he took the Presidency by storm.  
        
The Anti-Federalists, or Republicans, saw the role of national government as an international roll, and that the states could care for themselves.  There is a clause that was put into the constitution called the tenth amendment that gives non-enumerated powers to the states.  This applies to tariffs, governmental involvement in the states and economic policy.  States rights are one of the cornerstones of Republican ideology and define them from the others in the political arena.  The entire entity of government should be smaller in the eyes of the Anti-Federalists but should lead the people.  This is where the two political parties (Whig and Republican) differ.  As said before, the Whigs saw the Presidency as a follower and not a leader.  The Republicans saw the President as an institution essential to the role of government and saw his power as paramount to the roll in government.  However, the role of government should be minimal to the country.  Jackson took the Presidency by storm and established lasting power that would forever change the roll of the President in government.  Even his election changed the fundamental process that elected the president.  Gone were the years that the congressional caucus elected the president and entered in was the grassroots movements the candidates campaigned to the people.  Gone were the years that presidential candidates had to cater their policies to fit those of Congress.  Gone were the years that the President took a back seat roll and bent to the will and power of Congress.  The 1828 election was the first change that rocked the country to the core and forever revolutionized the political process, institution, and image of government.  Andrew Jackson was a revolutionary in his time, and while he may seem like a distant memory in the long history of America, much of his work in the White House still echoes today in the campaign work and relationships within government of the modern president.  
Drawing his support from the southern states, Jackson was able to capitalize on his position ran for president.  Before this election, the Democratic Party was more of a faction, a party living on the sidelines of Congress and perhaps getting in a word or two.  The Whigs and Republicans has majority of the House and Senate for the first thirty years of government.  During the Presidency of Monroe, the old parties were slowly losing their hold on the plurality of Congress.  The machine of Congress was slowing losing power to the new members that began to marginalize the elder members.  No longer were the elites of Virginia the omnipotent keepers of government.  “With the great policy issues adjusted, with sectional rivalries muted, with Virginia no longer exerting its claim to dominance, and with old party distinctions fading, on what basis could the presidency be contested? (McCormick, 1982)” The time was at hand for someone new to come in and shake off the remnants of the old machine.  
The terms of Jackson were marked by change and personal grievances toward others who had denied him the presidency in the first place.  He plotted against Congress and fought with the Supreme Court one many issues, but nonetheless was able to get policy passed and a very specific agenda passed. This abrupt change in politics showed that the country could change radically and still function as a working unit with all the pieces coexisting together.  When the Congressional Congresses collapsed, Jackson had his work cut out for him.  After winning his second term by a vast majority, he started the phase of reconstruction that ensued after Congressional Caucuses collapsed.  “The election drew Jackson deeper into the politics of reconstruction. (Skowronek, in Nelson, 2006)” With political change on his heels, Jackson set forth to rebuild the devastated caucuses and remodel the policy and elections for the future.  “But Jackson, to a much greater extent than his predecessors, viewed himself as the leader of a permanent, institutionalized party behold to specific constituencies.  Virginia had lost the dominance of the White House because not only were the political campaigns reaching out to the common man, but also the laws were expanding on who could vote for various elections.   It just so happens that as Jackson was running for office (1828), several states had joined the union and in their constitutions, the voting rules were different than that of other, older states.  “New state constitution omitted property requirements for voting and office holding; older states likewise removed these restrictions as they rewrote their own constitutions (Atkins, 2006).”  The voting class had included land owning white males which amounted to a very small percentage of the population.  With the influx of the new states and their newer constitutions, the older states had to respond with changes of their own.  Voting was expanded to white men, but land owning requirements were a thing of the past.  Women, African Americans, and white men under 21 still could not vote, but the expansion of voting rights did increase the overall turnout rate of the country.  Suffrage played a large role in the change in the electorate, but also the overall atmosphere of the country changed the feeling in the electorate.  
“To all the muscular patriots, to all who thrilled at the cannon’s roar, to all who cherished the image of the British retreating before an army of aroused Americans protecting their homeland, the Hero of New Orleans was portrayed as a second George Washington (Remini, 1963).”  He had been a hero during the War of 1812. “Jackson, the hero of 1815, became a hero wronged in 1824.  The Jackson campaign of 1828 launched a broadside assault on the degrading ‘corruption of manners’ that had consumed Washington and on the conspiracy of interests that had captured the federal government from the people. (Showronek, in Nelson, 2006)” This is a very powerful idea, to help release to hold of conspiracy on the federal government, nor is this an easy undertaking.  This goal brought the end of the era prior and helped solidify Jackson’s place in history.  Jackson was seen as many things during his stay in the Presidency: a hero, a merchant, a tyrant, a cleaner, and a revolutionary thinker.  While it is possible to see the impact he has had to this day, his full worth cannot be appreciated until the scope of the Presidency is carefully analyzed and sorted out as practices of old, with changes a new morphing the office into the political powerhouse it is known as today.  Jackson played an instrumental part in the office, he revolutionized it, he reformed it, and, arguably, he freed it.   
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� The Presidential election went to the House of Representatives for a final vote, but the election involved regular campaigning and regular voting.  Normally means that there was no corruption in the voting process.


� John Quincy Adams was not from Virginia, but rather from Massachusetts.  While this does not follow the traditional model of prior Presidents, he still falls under the upper-class society men (the model) because of his family and prior office.  He also was the first President to not have a hand in the making of the constitution but this does not affect the purposes of the paper.  Adams had served in the Washington and Monroe administrations. 


� Various offices in the White House had to answer to Congressional committees.  While this oversight still exists between the Senate and the Executive, the origin of this comes from the Congressional Caucus (which will be discussed later in this paper). 


� Congressional caucuses ceased to function and the party started to pick potential candidates to run for President.  Even this has come to an end where the candidate campaigns while minorly identifying with a political party.  


� The Jacksonian Party and the Democratic Parity are the same party, Jackson added several important aspects of the party, so what one sees today is the Democratic Party with Jacksonian influence.  Some of these aspects include a more centralized President and unilateral powers.  






