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ABSTRACT:

How has the flow of Mediterranean migrant routes fluctuated before, during and after the European migrant crisis? Since the migrant crisis peak in
2015, there has been a universal spotlight on the abundant migrant activity through the Mediterranean. A visual analysis of migrant route patterns
within the Western, Central and Eastern Mediterranean Sea regions will allow one to see how the flow of migrants has fluctuated overtime due to
policy changes In Europe. For my spring semester honors contract, | chose to focus my research on the spatial understanding of migrant data
through a cartographic lens.
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CONCLUSION:

The lack of consistent financial humanitarian efforts between the EU member states, as well their allies, played a major role in the number of migrants escaping war bound countries. Currently
anyone who Is outside the EU must apply for protection in the first EU country they enter. This does not necessarily mean that migrants who arrive in ltaly will reside in Italy indefinitely.
Many migrants who claim asylum have travelled north to other European countries like Germany and Sweden. These migrant route maps focus on the first stage in a migrant’s journey to
Europe, and do not display the financial and political contributions of each country. Signs of animosity after the Paris attacks showed In the actions of certain member states during the 2015
crisis, such as pullback from Poland, Hungary and Slovakia (Dennison, 2016). With that in mind, most Mediterranean and coastal countries are vulnerable to any abnormal flow of migrants
coming from the Middle East and North Africa. History does repeat itself, therefore Europe will need to continue to manage international crises through humanitarian aid and investing In
allies like Turkey.
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